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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON

October 3, 1911*

Mr* Henry Gannett, r*hairman t
United States Geographic noard, 

U. r.. Geologieul Survey.

Dear sir:

In a report on the economic retiources of Lemhi County, Idaho, 

it is desired to designate certain physiographic features by names not 

now officially recognized*
"

The continental divide, from the southern end of Bitterrctot
'^Aj/r^wVx 

Mountains south to Beaver Canyon where the Oregon Short Line crosoes it,

is a serrate rnnge which rises abruptly 2000 to 50uO feet above the ad 

jacent valleys. Locally and on several maps this is designated either 

Rocky Mountains or Continental Divide* namas which obviously lack in 

precision. On the other hand, available names for this range are limit-
It'-l  » Q*,r>JT,

ed. It might be called Big Hole Range from the basin lying e? st, or
"* /r5-f-r>-, 

Bannock R nge fron Battnock Pass through which Lewis and Clarke passed

and which is now the pas is traversed by the Gil mo re and Pittsburg rail* 

way* The moat appropriate name, however, seems to bo Lemhi Range, since
<?**U«r.

Lemhi River occupies the moBt pronounced depression adjacent 4df it* This
?Cv;..: ci-» .-: : ' -/}  /#-, - >. .. !(".-' »

is alao the name of a pass formerly used by the stage line from Red Rock
/f>Z3 9^^^

to Salmon City, and in addition is the name of the old Indian reservation 

which lies about midway along the range. The only objection to this name 

is that a few years ago Mr. Alien Merritt, ^cunty Surveyor, applied the
/f4g*£. %~^.

name to the range which lies southwest of Lemhi Valley. Although not

recognized local]y or officially, this application h: s found a place on 

sevoral maps of Idaho  Just what inertia would need to h« r>v«r«nm« -f.n
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apply the t«rm to the continental divide, the Geographic Board is better 

able to judge than I am, although a caroful ca.nvB.8B of local opinion 

strongly favors its application to the mountain rango east of Lemhi Valley.

The range wast of Lemhi Valley and the one to which Merritt applied
Jf'r Z'Z - ?t(.i<* 

the term Lemhi Range is a sharply defined topographic feature bounded on

the northeast by Lemhi Valley, on the southeast by Pehsimaroi Valley, 

cut across on the northwest by the canyon of Salmon River near SalmonvGity. 

Southeastward it gives way by a low pass to a range known as Littla Lost 

River Mountains. In all the range is about 75 miles long and varies in 

elevation from 8,000 to 10,800 feet. Its isolation and its importance in 

the economic resource of the county neceositate that a definite name be 

applied to it. If Lemhi Range ba applied to the continental divide as is 

strongly favored by the writer, it is suggested that this range be named
'?-2r, 22 />, ~/y }:,'

from the valley which lies southwest of it,-Pahsimaroi Range.

The manuscript for this report is completed, and it is respectfully 

asked that action be taken at an early a date as is possible* The question 

would have been oponod ut an earlier date had it not beon thought advisable 

to avail myself of an opportunity to re-c-nvass local opinion during the 

field seaHOki which has just closed .

Vory respectfully,

(Signed) J. B. Umpleby.

Asst* Geologist.


